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PRESS RELEASE                                              FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 

Contact: Marian Sullivan, Communications Director  

(413) 886-5166, msullivan@springfieldcityhall.com  

Mayor Sarno Requests a City-Wide Moment of Reflection on Wednesday, June 1, 2016 

Reflection to Commemorate the Fifth Anniversary of the June 1, 2011 Tornado  

Springfield, MA - Mayor Domenic J. Sarno is issuing a call to all City of Springfield residents and business 

to take a moment and pause today, Wednesday, June 1, 2016 at 4:38 p.m., the time the tornado 

touched down in Springfield. In a letter dated Thursday, May 26, 2016 to the City’s spiritual institutions, 

Mayor Sarno has asked for them to chime their bells on Wednesday, June 1, 2016 at 4:38 p.m. to mark 

the beginning of the tornado’s 6.2 mile long scar through the City of Springfield. 

Commenting on the fifth anniversary of the June 1, 2011 tornado, Mayor Sarno stated, “I believe it 

would be a fitting tribute to pause and reflect on our ability to join together and work so diligently on 

making our city whole again.  It has been a long and arduous recovery process, but the resiliency of the 

entire City of Springfield has shone through time and time again. To be where we are today, with over 

$2.7 billion in economic development projects underway, is a testament to the patience and fortitude 

the City of Springfield has exhibited over the past five years to come back stronger and more 

determined to forge a brighter future.” 

Attached is a copy of the letter sent out to many of the City’s religious organizations on Thursday. 
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